
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

We Preach the Doctrines of Grace and  

are Part of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) 

Follow our church website, fpcstarkville.org: 

Grow spiritually on the solid foundation of God’s Word in the Essentials of 

Our Faith, our daily Resources for you, and our Prayer & Mission updates. 

 



 

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME TO WORSHIP

 

 

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH AND GIVING THANKS TO GOD OUR SAVIOR 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

BLESSED AND SENT AS AMBASSADORS IN CHRIST’S NAME 
 

 

 

 

Parable of the Good Heretic:  Holy Love Lives      
Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ April 21, 2024/ Luke 10:21-37 

With a naked, beaten-nearly-to-death man (a Jew?) strapped to his pack animal – a 

hated Samaritan, (heretic) comes to Jewish Jericho and checks into a public inn.    

 

Beyond racism & bad-blood-historic hatred, Jews abhorred Samaritans as HERETICS who: 1) 

denied Jerusalem & the Temple’s exclusive import; and 2) the authority of much of the OT.  

 

Not an earnest question but a __________________  Behold: an expert in the law stood up 

to put Him to the test,… “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Lk. 10:25 

 

He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” He answered, “Love the 

Lord with all your heart…[soul, mind, strength] and your neighbor as yourself.” Lk. 10:26-27 

 

He said…, “You have answered correctly; this DO, AND you will LIVE.” Lk. 10:28 [LORD said] 

“Keep my statutes & my justice; IF a person DOES them, he shall LIVE by them” Lev. 18:5 

 

But wanting to JUSTIFY HIMSELF, he said to Jesus, “And WHO is my NEIGHBOR?” Lk. 10:29 

 

 

Prophetic Pilgrim’s Gospel w/ 7 Scenes in Chiasm. #7 = completeness vis-à-vis God & Creation. 

Central to a 7-scene gospel is #4; in Ps. 23, #4 central scene is “Though I walk … valley of death’s 

shadow,… I fear no evil, for You are WITH ME, your rod… COMFORT ME.” 

 

 

Parable of the Samaritan in 7 Scenes. #4 = SEES, has COMPASSION. Cf. Dr. Ken Bailey  

 

 

 

 

 

Scene 1 Robbers TAKE & DISREGARD man’s life 

  

Scene 2 Priest Sees, DOES NOTHING, Travels APART, SAFE 

   

 

Scene 3 Levite Sees & DOES NOTHING, Travels APART, SAFE 

 

 

Scene 4 “Heretic” sees, has COMPASSION & ACTS to SAVE man.         

 

 

Scene 5 “Heretic” Travels WITH man  UNSAFE, Life at Risk 

 

 

Scene 6 “Heretic” Takes man into Jewish City, Inn  UNSAFE, Life at Risk  

 

 

Scene 7 “Heretic” GIVES (Pays) EXORBITANTLY + Guarantees RETURN & UNLIMITED CREDIT   

 

Jesus tests & teaches the tester: “Which of these 3, do you think, proved [in the testing] to BE a 

neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?”   

 

“The one who DID [poiēsas] the act of mercy with him.” “Go, and DO [poiei] likewise.” 

 

 

“You’ve hidden these… from learned & wise and REVEALED them to little children.” Lk. 10:21 

 

“The one who has My commandments and keeps them is he who LOVES Me; and he who loves 

Me will be loved by My Father, and I will LOVE him & REVEAL MYSELF to him.” Jn. 14:21 

 

“If anyone loves Me, he will obey my Word, and my Father will love him. And We will 
COME to him and MAKE OUR HOME WITH HIM.” Jn. 14:23      


