
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Heaven on Earth 

Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ January 21, 2024/ Luke 9:18-36 
 

‘New Orleans-Style’ Wings Are a Global Sensation. Just Not in New Orleans, Weilun Sun, WSJ (01/14-15/24)  

 
Beyond Utopia, Independent Lens film, Madeleine Gavin, Director (01/09/24) 

 
 
 

Who is Jesus? Lk. Ch. 4-9 
In 9:18-26, we read the Penultimate Identification(s) of: 
 

    (a)  Jesus = The Christ Who is the praying, prophetic, AND imminent Son of Man;  
 
 
  

    (b) His Mandated Mission by God’s Word: Suffering, Rejection, Death, & Resurrection. 
 
 

 
 
    (c) The Choice & Way of Disciples Personally & Publicly: i) Confess Jesus as God’s Christ;  
 

     
 
 
     ii) Know & Trust Jesus in His Son of Man Way (Suffering, Rejection, Death & Resurrection); 
 
 
 
 
      iii) Deny Themselves, Die to Themselves, & Take up Their Cross and Follow Him. 
      9:24-26 Choice between 2 Ways of Life: try to save yourself, or trust Jesus as Savior.  

 
 
 
9:27 Jesus’ Prophecy & Promise - Some Disciples will see God’s Kingdom before death: “there 
are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Kingdom of God.” 
 
 
 

What is God’s Kingdom? Where is God’s Kingdom? How can I see & enter it? 
“Behold, the Kingdom of God is in your midst.” Lk. 17:21; see also Lk. 10:9 & Mt. 12:28 

 
 
 

God’s Plan: NOT for us to escape to Heaven but bring ____________ on ________ 
 
 

 

Jesus teaches us to pray for - and to seek - the Kingdom of Heaven on _________ 
 
 
 
 “unless born again…of water & the Spirit”/ “better to enter God’s Kingdom with one eye” Jn. 3:3-5/ Mk. 9:47 
 

 
 
 

9:28-36 gives the Ultimate Identification, God’s Revelation: HEAVEN ON EARTH in Jesus 

(“My Son, the Chosen”) & in His Word (“Hear Him”); know & obey  Heaven on Earth 

 
 
 
about 8 days after these sayings – taking Peter, John & James –  
 
 
 
He went up on the mountain to pray. And it came to pass, as He was praying,  

 

 

Jesus’ Glorification Comes in His _________________________________ with His Father, but the 

Father’s   revelation from the prayer is not to Jesus but to ______________________ 

  
 
 
His face’s appearance was transformed, and his clothing became white as lightning 

 
 
 
Behold, two men were talking with Him, Moses & Elijah, who appeared in glory.  
 
 
They were speaking of his exodus, which He was about to fulfill in Jerusalem. 
 
 
 

Sleepy disciples “see” Jesus’ Glory, but Simon misses Heaven on Earth – the Gospel of WHO & 
WHAT Jesus is – rushing instead to OT Edifice Complex. 9:32-33; cf. Acts 7:48-49  
 
 
 
Heavenly Cloud  disciples’ fear  Voice from Cloud (the Father): 
 
 
 
 

“This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to Him!” /Jesus Alone 9:35-36 
 
 
 
 
Let the Word of Christ live in you richly. Col. 3:16 / A. Davis, How to Memorize Scripture for Life  

 
 
 
Arise, shine (be light), for your Light has come, & the LORD’s Glory has risen upon you! Is. 60:1 


