
 

 

 
 

 
 

Services Remembering FPC’s Dr. Jimmy Lee Dodd - Tomorrow (Feb. 12): 
Visitation (9:30-10:45 a.m., Sanctuary); Memorial Service (11:00 a.m., Sanctuary); 
Graveside Interment Service (Noon, Odd Fellows Cemetery)  

 

 

 

We Preach the Doctrines of Grace and  

Are Part of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) 

Follow our church website, fpcstarkville.org: 

Grow spiritually on the solid foundation God’s Word in the Essentials of Our 

Faith, our daily Resources for you, and our Prayer & Mission updates. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Openly Face the Future 
Martin Lifer/ FPC Starkville/ February 11, 2024/ Luke 9:46-56 

 
 
 

Then it came to pass as the days were being fulfilled for His _________________________,  
       analēmpseōs autou 

 
 

He __________________________ his face to go to Jerusalem. Lk. 9:51 

 
 

Is my focus fixed on my final destination?  

 
 
Lord, please open me to face and move forward toward YOUR future – with You!  
 
 
 
Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory, Tod Bolsinger  
 
 
Lewis & Clark couldn’t canoe across the Rockies. There was no river pass. Paddling harder in the air or 
doing what they had always known in Virginia, in the past, wouldn’t work. 
 
 
 
They needed to ______________ their canoes & be open to ________________ to face the future.  
  
 
 
 

1) Face the Future with hearts, hands & agendas Humbly Open to His Providence.  
 
 
 
 

Pride: Internal Infighting as to which of them was the greatest Lk. 9:46 

 
 
 
 

“Whoever receives this child in My Name receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him 
Who sent Me. For the least among you all is the one who is great.” Lk. 9:48 

 
 
 
 
“no point to being at Jesus’ side unless one is humble enough to be at a child’s side.” Moessner 

 

 

Pride: Territorial Jealousy [John] We tried to stop him, because he’s NOT ONE OF US! Lk. 9:49 
 
 
 

 
“Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is ________you.” Lk. 9:50; Num. 11:29 

 
 
 

 
 
2) Face the Future with no delays or excuses but One with Jesus’ a) Exodus & Ascension at 
Jerusalem, b) Mission for Us from Jerusalem & c) Return to Jerusalem. 
 
 
 
     a)  One with Jesus’ Exodus & Ascension at Jerusalem Lk. 9:30-31, 9:51; Ezek. 21:2; Acts 1:2,11,22 

 
  
 
 
 
 
     b)  One with Jesus’ Mission for Us beginning from Jerusalem Lk. 24:47; Acts 1:8 

 
 

    
 
 
 
  c)  One with Jesus’ Return to Jerusalem Acts 1:11; Zech. 14:2-5; Joel 3:1-2  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Face the Future not in vengeance but Open to Christ’s Wisdom & Priorities.   
 
 
 
[Samaritan village] Did not welcome Him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. Lk. 9:53 

 
  
 
When his disciples James & John saw it, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them [just as Elijah did]?” Lk. 9:54; 2 Kgs. 1:19-12 

 
 
 
 

But He turned and rebuked them. And they went on to another village. Lk. 9:55-56 
 
 
 

 

Lord, please open me to face and move forward toward YOUR future – with You!  

 


